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Ross off on another bash adventure
NORTHAM'S Ross Oxley is
preparing to take part on a 4600
kilometre fundraising marathon
through three States and eight
deserts to the foothills of Uluru as
part of the 21st annual Variety WA
Bash.

Ross will be a team member of
Car 100 (Mad Medics), joining
more than 200 Western Australians
and their pre-1975 cars to take part
in the annual event, this year
dubbed `The Great Deserts 2009
Bash'.

Starting in Adelaide on August
18, the colourful convoy will bring
fun and excitement to communities
in Woomera, Coober Pedy and
Erldunda, converging in Alice
Springs for a national bash event
with 2000 other Bashers and 600
Bash cars from all around
Australia, before continuing on to
Menzies, Kalgoorlie and Bruce
Rock, finishing with a 21st birth-
day bash celebration in Perth on
Saturday, August 29.

The fundraising event has been
held annually since 1989 and has
raised more than $16 million for
Western Australian children.

Ross reckons he has taken part in
10 Western Australian and national
bashes and one European bash.

"I started around 20 years ago in a
team with locals Bill Robertson,
Edward O'Driscoll and Colin
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European bash: Ross Oxley (second from right) in Warsaw during the
Eurpopean Bash in 2007 with fellow crew members (I. to r.) Rod Hayes,
formerly from Northam, Gordon Summers and David Mayger.
Purslowe," he said.

"The European bash was in 2007
through Eastern Europe.

"This year's national bash is
through desert central Australia."

Variety WA executive director
Michael Pailthorpe said the Variety
Bash was an important fundraising
event for the charity as well as an
opportunity to visit local commu-
nities and deliver help where it was

needed most.
"The bash is neither a race nor a

rally; it's about Western
Australians from all walks of life
coming together to experience out-
back Australia in an unforgettable
travelling carnival on wheels that
brings laughter and excitement to
some of Western Australia's most
remote and isolated communities
every year," he said.
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